
How to Spot a Modern Cyberattack
Adversaries no longer break in — they log in.


Here’s what to look for before a breach happens.

The Modern Attack Lifecycle

Initial Access: 
An adversary executes a phishing 

campaign to steal credentials and log in

Privilege Escalation and 
Lateral Movement: 
Attackers escalate access and move 

silently across systems

Top Warning Signs of a Modern Cyberattack

Abnormal Use of Admin Privileges: Unexpected privilege 

escalation, new admin accounts created

Use of Legitimate Tools for Malicious Purposes: Abnormal use of 

PowerShell, RDP, or other built-in tools commonly abused to 

bypass defenses and avoid detection

Lateral Movement Across Systems: Unusual connections 

between devices, or access to sensitive areas without prior 

history

Social Engineering and Vishing Attacks: Increased attempts at 

voice-based scams to steal credentials or gain acces

Dark Web Activity: Stolen credentials or sensitive data linked to 

your organization appearing for sale on the dark web

Persistence and Exfiltration: 
Threats remain undetected and quietly 

steal sensitive data

82%
of detections were 
malware-free1

563%
increase in incidents using fake 
CAPTCHA lures to entice victims to 
download and execute malware3

42%
 increase in zero-day 
vulnerabilities exploited 
prior to public disclosure5

40%
of vulnerabilities exploited by China-nexus 
threat actors targeted edge devices6

Execution and Impact: 
Ransomware is deployed or systems 

are disrupted

5
of the top 10 MITRE ATT&CK® 
tactics observed by 
CrowdStrike are identity-based2

89%
increase in attacks by 
AI-enabled adversaries4

CrowdStrike: 
Stopping Modern 
Cyberattacks

Up to 95% reduction in 
response times with real-time 

security intelligence7

96% more potential 
threats identified in half 

the time8

Up to 85% faster responses 
to threats with full attack 

path visibility9 

95% 96% 85%

Legacy AV

Why Legacy AV Can’t Keep Up

Modern Attacks

Relies on signature-based detection Attackers use legitimate credentials to log in

Requires frequent manual updates Adversaries evolve faster than AV updates

Needs on-premises infrastructure Attacks exploit cloud, hybrid, and on-premises environments

Provides siloed solution coverage and limited visibility Adversaries hide in gaps between security systems

How to Protect Your Organization 

AI-Driven Endpoint Security: Detect and respond to threats in real time


Identity Protection: Stop credential-based attacks before they escalate


Threat Hunting and Intelligence: Proactively uncover and disrupt adversary tactics


Unified Security Platform: Stop lateral movement and close visibility gaps

Stay ahead of adversaries. Get real-time, modern protection today.
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9 These numbers are projected estimates of average benefits based on recorded 
metrics provided by customers during pre-sale motions that compare the value 
of CrowdStrike with the customer’s incumbent solution. Actual realized value will 
depend on the individual customer’s module deployment and environment.
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